THE DAILY TASK                  -•-S
Another privilege  that  helped to iiuiv.i.- M<-congregations of the Christian ehurchrs ,uu'. v,.-.-equally questionable in its social and mnr.il »*rtf '. was the manumission of slaves.    CtmsMniiiu- '--i-granted the privilege after his con version ; !mt :i was not extended to Africa until  the yc,»   4   i, when a Council of Carthage begged the oxtcMv.«m from the emperor.    After that date thr nt.mu mission of a  slave  must   have been  fVei|tjewSv witnessed at Hippo.    Augustine  had   n«»   '.r.';J: mental objection to slavery.    The Ji«»jif in uh:, h he regards that institution in his /V U/v?/  \L;*:.; chorum is little superior to the opinion-, rxprr-,-, • ! by Prastextatus   and   his   fcllo\v-.p.t|f,ur,   j:t   ?'-.>• Saturnalia.    He fully recognises the ni'jif t«t' f;. conqueror to enslave the conquered.    Huv,r*,,-». he  always urged  his  people tu  fret- slaves «h-« expressed a desire to enter a monastery    even ibr rapidly-growing abuses of the wtwastit   Islr ,l;.i not discourage him from this    ami hr pmluMv always assisted with pleasure at a numimiv.:..!:. The  slave  was   brought   to   the  dnuvh   l»y  In-. master, and the tablets of .sale were hmkrn tiUTr, with some ceremony and edifying talk.
But perhaps the function that occupied mmi ,»| his time was the one he discharged in the cpisinul